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countrymen the alternatives of world-dominion or ruin, when he speaks of war as a biological necessity and as an extension of policy, and the manliest extension, he is expressing, perhaps not in the happiest literary manner, Treitschke's ideas. The poet Liliencron, Treitschke's contemporary, has expressed them much more happily, much more fervently ; and Liliencron was a poet with a sword by his side. He fought at Koniggratz in 1866, at the age of thirty-two, and at Worth and Mars-la-Tour in 1870. And what is a governing thought of Liliencron;s battle-sketches, of "Der Richtungspunct," for instance, or of " Eine Sommerschlacht," except the thought of Faust:
" O selig der, dem er im Siegesglanze Die blut'gen Lorbeern um die Schlafe windet."1
There is no greater contrast in literature than between the emotion which pervades Tolstoi's " War and Peace," the scene, say, on the redan in the description of Borodino, and the emotion which pervades Liliencron's descriptions of Worth and Mars-la-Tour. And, again I must remind you, Liliencron not less than Tolstoi knew what he was talking about.
Ill
IN his own country Treitschke is sometimes described as the Coryphaeus of the Prussian School, that group of historians of whom Droysen, Hausser and Sybel,
1 " O happy he for whom in victory's splendour
Death wreathes the blood-stained laurel round his brow.'*